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A few years ago the American Film Institute compiled a list of the most memorable quotations from 

motion pictures dating back to the early days of the industry. Listed twenty-ninth is a quotation from the 

film “A Few Good Men”, which was released in 1992.  The character played splendidly by Jack Nicholson 

cries out in a military courtroom, “You can’t stand the truth.” 

Truth is one of the key themes in John’s gospel. Most of us are familiar with the words of Jesus, 

“You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” 

“I am the Way the Truth and the Life” 

“Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” 

The Evangelist lets us be known that Jesus died because he told the truth. To everyone he met he was 

the voice of truth. He was condemned on account of his preaching. 

In Jesus’ dramatic encounter with Pontius Pilate, he said that he came into the world to bear witness to 

the truth and that everyone who belongs to the truth hears his voice. The cynical Pilate replied, “What is 

truth?” 

Noteworthy, too, is that in John’s gospel the devil is called “the father of lies” and there is no truth in 

him. 

During the Second World war a French communist who ended his life in a Nazi prison, wrote with his 

own blood on the wall of his cell words of genuine regret for man’s inhumanity to man. His words are 

haunting: 

“Jesus, you are the only one who did not deceive me”. 

Because Jesus is the truth, he cannot deceive anyone. It is his nature to be honest with his listeners. 

Most of us are unaware that the motto of America’s most prestigious school of higher learning, Harvard, 

is “veritas” or truth. The school was founded by devout Christians who truly believed in objective truth 

and lived accordingly. For university professors today the notion of truth is dismissed and not taken 

seriously at all. Truth is subjective. The human person is autonomous and is not beholden to God or 

anyone else. The cynicism of Pilate lives on in our major universities. 

Jesus came to bear witness to the truth. He was unwavering in his defense of truth and remained 

steadfast in revealing the mysteries of heaven in the face of opposition and cruelty. The world hated him 

first. 

Expect the same treatment if you courageously live and proclaim the truth of God’s revelation.  


